June-July, 2022

Playground Under Construction!

IF all goes according to plan, and IF the playground is finished, and IF it passes inspection, the soft
opening of the playground will be at 10:00 am on Saturday, July 2. If it is not safe, it will be roped off and
people will need to stay off of it.

After all the planning and fundraising, the new Treehouse Playground is finally taking
shape in Bowie Nature Park. Workers from Great Southern Recreation began work on
site on Monday, June 6.
The original playground schedule was to break ground in March, have a “soft” opening
in June so kids could play on it as soon as it was safe, and have a Grand Opening
Ceremony on July 2nd. However, like everyone else in the world, the playground
industry has had supply chain difficulties. Sticking to this schedule was not possible,
since the last of the materials needed to build the playground arrived at the end of May.
Therefore, both the soft opening and the Grand Opening Ceremony will need to be
postponed. As with the original schedule, there will be a soft opening, allowing children
to play on the playground, as soon as it is safe to do so. The Grand Opening Ceremony
will take place on a date not yet determined, after the fencing and the donor recognition
signs are complete.

As of this writing (June 28th), the crew is on track to finish in time for a soft opening on
July 2nd. Please respect the workers and the caution tape if the playground is not ready.
According to Richard Ross, community relations coordinator for the City of Fairview, the
playground should be open for kids to play at 10:00 am, provided it passes inspection.
In any case, there will be food trucks in the park that day, and in the evening, there will
be a movie in the park beginning at 8:00 pm. The movie is The Lego Movie.
Several commissioners have expressed a desire for a large celebration for the Grand
Opening Ceremony. Vice-mayor Lisa Anderson said, “This is one of the largest projects
that the City of Fairview has done…With all of the people that have been involved in
this…the blood, sweat and tears that went into this…it needs to be a big event where
we can honor everyone who has had anything to do with this project.” The date, time
and other information about the Grand Opening Ceremony will be publicized in the
Loblolly Times as well as on the Friends’ and the City of Fairview’s Facebook pages.
Donor Recognition Signs: Below and on the following page are images of the
commemorative signs honoring the major playground donors. The donor lists have
been checked and double-checked by the Friends of Bowie Park, the Playground
Committee, and City of Fairview staff members for accuracy. This article serves as a
triple-check. Please look this over. If you or someone you know donated $500 or more
to the Treehouse Playground, the donor’s name or business name should be listed as
follows: Gold level, for donors of $10,000 or more; Silver level, for donors of $5,0009,999; Bronze level, for donors of $2,500-$4,999; Friend level, for donors of $500$2,499. If you know of an error in these lists, please email
SherryOpensDoors@gmail.com to let us know before the City gets the signs printed.

***

Independence Day Celebration in Fairview July 3

Independence Day happens on July 3rd in Fairview. This allows families to attend other
celebrations and still celebrate in our community as well. Festivities will center on
Fairview City Hall. This event will be rain or shine. There will be bounce houses for
kids, sidewalk chalk, a dunking booth, and food trucks. Here is the day’s schedule:
Gates Open: 2 p.m.
National Anthem: 2:45 p.m.
Artists to Perform:
 Kolby Oakley 3 p.m. – 4 p.m.
 Brandon Davis 4:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m. (he will be signing autographs, meet and
greet from 5:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m.)
 Rubiks Groove 6 p.m. – 8:55 p.m.
Fireworks: 9pm
***

Plant Swap, Arbor Day Celebration Successes

Fairview’s Arbor Day celebration was on Saturday, April 30 from 9:00 am to noon in
and around Bowie Nature Center. It was sponsored by the City of Fairview’s Parks and
Landscaping Board, with help from Friends of Bowie Park.
This year’s celebration included a tree scavenger hunt with prizes, a craft for kids, and
a giveaway of 300 trees and information from the Tennessee State Department of
Forestry. Having an Arbor Day event each year is an ongoing requirement for
recognition as a Tree City USA, a distinction awarded by the nonprofit Arbor Day
Foundation. 2022 is Fairview’s fourth year as a Tree City.
In conjunction with the Arbor Day celebration, Friends of Bowie Park had their annual
plant swap in the parking lot of the Nature Center at 9:00 the same day. Each year,
gardeners throughout the greater Fairview area bring cuttings, seeds, and potted
plants, both edible and ornamental, to trade with other gardeners.
***

Bowie Nature Park: Who’s Who?
Newcomers and long-time residents alike are often confused about who is in charge of
what when it comes to Bowie Nature Park. The BOC, City Manager, Park Director and
park staff, Parks and Landscaping Board, POP-C Committee, and Friends of Bowie
Nature Park all play a role in keeping Bowie Park going. What role does each of these
entities play?
Board of Commissioners, “BOC”: The City of Fairview owns Bowie Nature Park. The
City’s governing board, called the Board of Commissioners, or BOC, has the ultimate
authority over the park. This board consists of a mayor, vice-mayor, and 3 other
commissioners. Each BOC member has one vote on any matter brought before it. They
meet on the first and third Thursday of each month at 7:00 pm at Fairview City Hall.
BOC workshops are scheduled for 5:00 pm before commission meetings. Workshops
are where issues are discussed, but no votes are taken. All meetings and workshops
are open to the public.
BOC members are elected by the citizens of Fairview for 4 year terms on a schedule
that alternates every two years in November. That is so that some commissioners
continue their terms while others face re-election.
The current BOC members are as follows: Mayor Debby Rainey, Vice Mayor Lisa
Anderson, Commissioner Brandon Butler, Commissioner Rod Dawson, and
Commissioner Scott Lucas. Terms for Rainey, Dawson, and Lucas expire in November
of 2022. Anderson’s and Butler’s terms run until November of 2024.
For contact information go to https://www.fairview-tn.org/city/boards-commissions/ and
click on the “BOC MEMBER LIST” button. You can find past agendas by clicking on the
“BOC AGENDA ARCHIVES.” Agendas for the next meeting can also be found here a
few days before a scheduled meeting. You can also download the commissioners’
packet of information by scrolling down to the bottom of the agenda.
To view a video of a recent BOC meeting, go to https://www.fairview-tn.org/ . Along the
right edge of the page, there is a list of round buttons. The second one is a video start
button. If you hover over it, it says, “City TV.” Click this button and you will come to a
page with a list of videos of Board of Commission meetings and Planning Commission
meetings, beginning with the most recent. It generally takes a few days for meeting
videos to be posted after any given meeting.
City Manager: Day to day operation of the City, including Bowie Nature Park, is
managed by the City Manager, who is appointed by the BOC. The BOC approves
projects and staffing. The City Manager oversees the projects and does the hiring, firing
and supervision of City staff. The current City Manager is Scott Collins. He can be
reached at scollins@fairview-tn.org or at (615) 387-6084.

Park Director: The Park Director oversees day to day operation of the park. Proposed
projects or group activities must be approved by him. The current Park Director is Keith
Paisley. He can be reached at kpaisley@fairview-tn.org .To leave a message for the
park director or to rent a picnic shelter call 615-799-5544. The Park Director also
supervises and often works with the maintenance person and the ranger. In the past
the park has also had a program director who was in charge of public programming,
managing picnic shelter rentals, taking care of the animals in the Discovery Room,
planning and carrying out school field trips and summer day camps. That position is
currently vacant, and may soon be re-defined by the BOC according to
recommendations being researched by the POP-C Committee. See below.
Parks Operational Plan Committee, “POP-C”: This is a committee started by
Commissioner Rod Dawson and approved by the BOC to develop a coordinated
master plan for the three parks owned by the City of Fairview: Bowie Nature Park,
Veteran’s Park, and Fairview Historical Village. Dawson is the chair of this committee,
and its mission is temporary, to develop a parks master plan.
Parks and Landscaping, “P&L” Board: This is an official City board, appointed by the
BOC. It does not have any regulatory power, but exists to research issues and make
recommendations to the BOC regarding any of the parks owned by the City of Fairview,
including Bowie Park. It also oversees Fairview’s Tree City USA status. The chair is
Scott McCoy. He can be reached at smccoy@fairview-tn.org .The Friends of Bowie
Park has a representative on the P&L Board. Her name is Kathy Tarolli.
All City boards include one BOC member. Lisa Anderson is the BOC representative on
the P&L Board. There is currently one vacancy on this board. If you live inside the City
limits of Fairview and are an adult, you are eligible to serve on this board. They meet
once per month on the first Monday of each month at 7:00 pm in the Triangle School
building at Fairview’s Historical Village. To apply, go to https://www.fairviewtn.org/city/boards-commissions/ .
Friends of Bowie Nature Park: We are a group of people living in and around Fairview
who support Bowie Nature Park by raising funds, applying for grants, and providing
volunteer labor to support the park and park programming. Our mission is to “Preserve,
promote, protect and enhance” Bowie Nature Park as a nature preserve and public
park. The current president is Mark Schenkel. To contact the Friends, you can email
marktschenkel@outlook.com or call 615-900-0359.
***

Groves Property Development Approved

On May 19, The BOC voted for a second time to approve the Groves Property
development adjacent to the northern border of Bowie Park. The property is uphill from
the park, and storm water runoff is the greatest concern. By law, developers must
mitigate any storm water runoff that flows onto neighboring properties post
development so that the volume does not exceed the runoff the same property received
pre-development. This is a concern not only to advocates for Bowie Park, but also to
residents of adjacent communities, including the Cox Run subdivision, which is to the
north of the Groves Property, and also downhill from it.
The nonprofit Loblolly Pine Alliance had filed a legal action to try to stop the
development based on the fact that the commissioners had approved the plan without
the required storm water calculations. The judge in the case ruled in favor of The
Alliance.

However, as Alliance member Merry Keyser put it, “I think we won the battle, but we
lost the war. The judge is sending it back to the same 5 people who already approved
it.” They were required to hold a second public hearing on the matter, but the same
BOC that voted in favor of the development plan in May of 2021, would be voting on it
again in May of 2022.
Nine people spoke at the May 19 public hearing, all against the development. Storm
water runoff was a common thread. The developer’s most recent set of storm water
calculations differ greatly from the original calculations the BOC had accepted in
January. The new calculations show the need to mitigate less than half the amount of
storm water the first set of calculations showed. Three speakers expressed concerns
that the new estimates may be too low and would lead the developers to draft a final
plan that would not mitigate for a sufficient amount of runoff.
Some speakers said that the number of homes on the property exacerbates the runoff
problem. Fairview resident Tiffany Wilson-Mobley argued that if the BOC accepted the
current POD (Planned Overlay Development) plan, the developers would be able to put
too many houses in too small a space. The POD allows for lots as small as 10,000
square feet, or ¼ acre. More lots means more rooftops and driveways, and therefore
more runoff. She asked the commissioners to insist on requiring the development to
conform to an R20 (1/2 acre lots) or an R40 (1 acre lots).
Another issue discussed by residents of the Cox Run subdivision was the construction
entrance into the development, which will be along Cox Run Dr., a residential street.
Speakers at the public hearing said it was not designed to handle heavy construction
traffic over a period of several years, which is how long construction is likely to last.
Plus, they pointed out safety concerns, as the road has no sidewalks and residents are
accustomed to walking in the street to get to their neighbors’ houses, and children
routinely play in front yards.
One speaker was Ray Peden, a retired civil engineer who has been informally assisting
the Loblolly Pine Alliance. He spoke in detail about problems with the storm water
mitigation plan. He also recommended the BOC reject the developer’s request to use
Cox Run Dr. as their construction entrance. “All it takes,” he said, “is one 9-year-old kid,
one loose basketball, and one gravel truck in a hurry. How can we live with that?”
After the public hearing the developers, commissioners, and city manager responded to
some of the concerns they had heard.
David McGowan, president of Regent Homes, talked about the changes that had been
made from the original plan based on concerns heard from area residents. A 50 foot
buffer has been added along the border of Bowie Park, the number of lots has
decreased from 181 to 169, and the lots adjoining the Cox Run subdivision increased
from ¼ acre to ½ acre, which is closer in size to the lots in the Cox Run subdivision.

McGowan explained the differences in the two sets of storm water calculations as
resulting from changes to the plan design.
In response to the storm water concerns, an engineer working on the project explained
how the storm water mitigation system would work, stating that their plan would more
than mitigate the expected runoff from a 50 year storm event, which he said is the
maximum the City’s new storm water ordinance requires for residential developments.
City Manager Scott Collins added, “Our engineering staff has reviewed this plan
extensively and our interpretation on independent review is that this improves storm
water coming off the site in every direction.” He then described how runoff from the
Groves property currently causes flooding and erosion in the park and on several
nearby residential properties, and said that the storm water management system
included in the Groves Property development plan would reduce the amount of water
running into those areas and improve an existing problem.
Regarding the use of Cox Run Drive as the main construction entrance, McGowan said
the property would be developed in conjunction with the Town Center property, which
his company also owns. He suggested they could use an entrance through the Town
Center property, but he did not commit to it. “There will be more traffic, I can’t deny
that,” he said.
Commissioner Butler explained the pros and cons of a POD. “The lots may shrink, but it
allows for us to require things like a buffer. There would be no open space
requirements on an R20 or an R40.” He also explained how the storm water system
would reduce pollution, since it was designed to capture the first inch of rainwater and
hold it in swales and ponds long enough to let impurities settle out before releasing it
downstream.
Commissioner Dawson said he believed the storm water would be mitigated, but he
was still concerned about having so many ¼ acre lots in a subdivision next to the Cox
Run development, which has ½ acre lots.
When it came time to vote, Dawson was the only commissioner to vote against
approval. Mayor Rainey and Commissioners Lucas and Butler voted in favor. Vice
Mayor Anderson was out of state, attending her daughter’s graduation.
Dawson later said that one reason he was so confident the developer would take care
of the storm water runoff was because, “they know we’re going to watch them like a
hawk.”
Elmer Mobley, president of the Loblolly Pine Alliance echoed that sentiment. At the end
of the meeting he said, “Our work has just started. We plan to watch this all the way
through to the end.”
***

Nature Center, Joann’s Outdoor Classroom Repaired

Bowie Park’s Nature Center and Joann’s
Outdoor Classroom got some much needed
repairs in recent weeks. The Nature Center
got new gutters and downspouts, and some
repairs to the ceiling. Workers also repaired
the bell tower on Joann’s Outdoor
Classroom, which had begun to deteriorate.
These repairs were on lists submitted by the
POP-C committee and the P&L Board to the
BOC earlier this year. There will be more
repairs to come.
***

This year’s Big Payback effort by the Friends of Bowie was focused on funding new
picnic tables for the area around the new playground, or other needs as defined by the
park staff. The Big Payback is a 24 hour online giving event hosted by the Community
Foundation of Middle Tennessee (CFMT). This year, the clock started ticking on May 4
at 6:00 pm, ending at 6:00 pm on May 5. According to Friends’ vice president Sherry
Wright, we raised $3,169 through The Big Payback, and the Board of Directors plans to
order picnic tables. Park Director Keith Paisley favors coated steel picnic tables similar
to those that are in the picnic area beside Lake Van. They are nearly maintenance free,
and can hold up to being moved around as needed for various events. They are also
expensive, so we may be able to order 3.

POP-C Recommendations

The parks Operational Plan Committee (POP-C) continues to meet on an occasional
basis. Commissioner Rod Dawson, chair of this committee, recently made three
recommendations to the BOC:
1) Hire a park manager. Dawson said this position would be posted some time in July.
He said that in his vision, a program director would be under the park manager. He also
said that as the park master plan is developed, staffing would follow.
2) Develop a funding source for the parks. Supplement the current park budget with
money collected from building permits.
3) Hire a professional to develop a parks master plan using input from the
community. Dawson envisions holding community meetings similar to the 2040 plan
meetings to ensure that the park master plan meets the needs of the community.
***

Calendar Announcements
Friends of Bowie Park Garden Crew: The Garden Crew meets Tuesday mornings
at 8:00 am in front of the Bowie Park Nature Center, weather permitting. No
experience necessary. Bring gloves, trowel, clippers and a bucket if you have them. For
more information email ktfbnp@gmail.com
Playground Soft Opening: Playground construction is still on track to be complete and
ready to play on by July 2nd. If all goes according to plan, the playground will open at
10:00 am on Saturday, July 2nd. There will be some food trucks on hand for this
event, weather permitting.
Movies in the Park: The City of Fairview is sponsoring a series of movies in Bowie
Nature Park this summer. The next movie will be The Lego Movie, on July 2 at 8 pm.
Independence Day Celebration: July 3, 2022 at City Hall. Gates open at 2 pm. There
will be bounce houses and an obstacle course available for children, along with
sidewalk chalk and dunking booths. There will be a free corn hole tournament with
prizes. Food trucks will be available and there will be live music beginning at 3:00 pm.
Fireworks will begin at 9:00 pm. Fireworks are sponsored by Midstate Heating and Air.
Fairview Board of Commissioners Meeting: The Fairview Board of Commissioners
(BOC) is ultimately in charge of Bowie Nature Park. They meet at Fairview City Hall on
the first and third Thursdays of each month at 7:00 pm. The next meeting is July 7.
Meeting agendas can be accessed at https://www.fairview-tn.org/category/meetingagenda-posts/ or at City Hall just before the meeting. To make a comment during
Citizen Comments, you have to sign up before the meeting starts, and comments are
limited to the first 5 people to sign up, and must be under 3 minutes in length. If there is
a workshop, it will begin before the BOC meeting. Check the agenda for time.
Workshops are where the commissioners discuss issues but do not vote on them.

Fairview Parks and Landscaping Meeting: This board advises the BOC about all
park related issues, plus Tree City USA status. They usually meet on the first Monday
of each month at 7:00 pm in the Triangle School in Fairview’s Historical Village.
Because the first Monday in July is Independence Day, the P&L Board will instead
meet the following Monday, July 11th. The public is welcome.
Fairview Planning Commission: The Fairview City Planning Commission meets on
the second Tuesday of each month. Its next meeting will be on Tuesday, July 12,
from 7-9 p.m. at Fairview City Hall. There are often workshops beginning sometime
before the meeting, where the commission discusses proposed development plans and
other issues to be voted on later at the meeting. Check the meeting agenda. Citizen
Comment rules are the same as for the BOC meetings, above. You can download
meeting agendas at https://www.fairview-tn.org/category/meeting-agenda-posts/
Other Events: The following events are listed on the City of Fairview’s Facebook page
as a pinned post with no details at this point. As these dates draw closer go to
https://www.facebook.com/FairviewTNgov for more details.
Arts and Crafts Fair at Bowie Park: October 8th
Pork in the Park: November 5th
Star Party in Bowie Park: November 5th
Holiday Wonders at Bowie Park: November 25th - December 31st
Tree Lighting Event (to include vendors) at City Hall: December 3rd
Christmas Parade: December 10th
The mission of the Friends of Bowie Nature Park is to preserve, protect, promote
and enhance Bowie Nature Park for use by the general public as a nature
reserve and park. To become a member of the Friends or to make a donation,
please visit our website at http://www.friendsofbowienaturepark.org/ .
To unsubscribe, please email eileen.brogan@comcast.net with your request.

