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“We Are Fully Staffed.” 

 Parks director Keith Paisley was excited to welcome the 

final member of the Fairview Parks staff, Levi Heatwole, who will 

be working full time at park maintenance. Heatwole finished the 

on-boarding process on Wednesday, January 24. Other recent 

hires include Tommy Peterson, who  was hired as a part-time 

park ranger during the summer of 2023, Bre Bailey, who became 

the new full time program director in  October, and the full time 

naturalist, Zena Wileman, who started January 8.  

 Park staffing dwindled beginning in 2019, due to budget 

challenges and Covid shutdowns. As people resigned or retired, 

they were not replaced. For two and 1/2 years, Fairview’s parks 

had a bare bones staff of two full time employees, and one part 

time employee.  

 Early in 2023, the City began developing a Parks Master 

Plan. Since its passage, staffing has become a priority.  The new 

hires have some continuity since three staff members stayed on 

through the lean times. However, much of the programming 

plans will need to be built from scratch. Bailey and Wileman have 

been working on a  spring break day camp with a theme of art in 

nature. They have scheduled a few weekend events as well, and 

plan to have 4, one-week-long day camps this summer.  The 

Friends Board of Directors will meet with the staff to see how we 

can help and supplement with volunteer hours and funds.    

 Park staff now includes Parks Director Keith Paisley, Pro-

gram Director Bre Bailey, Naturalist Zena Wileman, Park Rang-

ers Larry Hill and Tommy Peterson, Maintenance Supervisor 

Justin Tomlin and Maintenance Crew Member Levi Heatwole. 

Friends Board of Directors  

 Mark Schenkel, President 

 Sherry Wright, Vice President 

 Eileen Brogan, Secretary 

 Meredith Keyser, Treasurer 

 Jordan Felts, Board Member 

 Joe Grable, Board Member 

 

www.friendsofbowienaturepark.org/ 

www.facebook.com/profile.php?

id=100070002554269 

To unsubscribe, email: 

connect@friendsofbowienaturepark.com 

Calendar of Events 

(continued next page) 
 

City of Fairview Board of Commissioners 

(BOC) meeting:  1st and 3rd Thursday of 

the month at 7 pm in City Hall. Next meet-

ing is February 1. Get there early if you 

want to sign up for citizen comments.  

 

Parks & Landscaping Board meeting:  1st 

Monday of the month. Next meeting is 

February 5 at 7 pm at the Triangle 

School in Fairview Historical Village.  

 

Friends Member Meeting: 2nd Saturday of 

the month at 9 am. Next meeting is Febru-

ary  10, 9:00 am, at Bowie Park Nature 

Center. 

  

Planning Commission meeting: Second 

Tuesday of the month. Next meeting is 

Tuesday, February 13 at 7 pm at City 

Hall.  

 

Town Hall Meeting: Meetings where the 

public can ask city officials questions and 

have them answered. They will be on the 

5th Thursday of any month that has a 5th 

Thursday. The next one will be on Febru-

ary 29th at 7 pm at City Hall.  
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Treehouse Playground Grand Entrance Design 

More Community 

Events 
  

Easter Egg Hunt  March 16th at 

Bowie Park  (inclement weath-

er reschedule day March 23rd). 

 

Arts and Crafts Fair May 11th, 9 

am—4 pm, at Bowie Park.  

 

Summer Movie Series June 8th, 
15th, July 3rd at Bowie Park.  

Back-to-School Bash July 27th 
at City Hall.  

Nature Fest  September 21st  at 
Bowie Park. 

 The new Treehouse Playground is 18 months old, and it’s still a work 

in progress. Signage still has to be completed. The main entrance has been 

designed by a committee overseen by the Fairview Parks & Landscaping 

Board. The design has been tentatively approved by the Board of Commis-

sioners. It still needs an estimate, and if it is more than $25,000, it needs to 

be put out to bid.  

 The design is illustrated above. It will consist of two stacked stone pil-

lars supporting 4x4 posts, holding up the Treehouse Playground sign from 

the original playground, which is still in good shape. There will be plaques 

mounted on the stone pillars as shown above, one on each pillar, situated so 

that visitors can read the plaques while standing on the sidewalk between the 

pillars. The plaque on the left-hand pillar (as approached from the parking lot) 

will have the story of the original community built playground, and donor 

recognition for the largest donor, the citizens of Fairview, plus the gold level 

donors, those who gave $10,000 or more. The plaque on the right-hand pillar 

will have donor recognition for the silver level ($5,000-$9,999), bronze level 

($2,500-$4,999), and friend level donors ($500-$2,499). The lists are in order 

of who gave the most within each category. 

 Drafts of the plaques are on the next page. The playground committee 

members have double-checked the list, and we are now asking our readers 

to help us out by triple-checking the list before we get the plaques engraved. 

If you see something that needs to be changed, please email                      

connect@friendsofbowienaturepark.com to let us know.  

Volunteer Opportunities 
  

If you have time to donate, 

please let us know by emailing 

con-

nect@friendsofbowienaturepark.c

om  

 
Webmaster needed. If you have 

computer skills you are willing to 

share, the Friends of Bowie Park 

needs someone to oversee our 

website. Our current webmaster 

has taken care of our site for over 

a decade and is ready to retire.  

 

Garden Crew. Spring is just 

around the bend. During the 

growing season, the Garden 

Crew meets on Tuesday morn-

ings and on Tuesday evenings 

for those who are working in the 

morning. We care for the flower 

beds in front of the Nature Center 

and the restroom building.   

Reminder 
Membership dues for Friends of 

Bowie Nature Park are due at 

this time. Dues are still only $10 

per person per year, and can be 

paid through pay Pal  by going to  

www.friendsofbowienaturepark.or

g/copy-of-membership-by-check 
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